
Thought Of The Day 

Study the unusually successful people you know, and you will find them imbued with 

enthusiasm for their work, which is contagious. Not only are they themselves excited 

about what they are doing, but they also get you excited. 

Small businesses are the backbone of this country. They create jobs, come up with new 

ways of doing old things, and help keep money in the local community. Without small 

businesses, we’d be in a bigger economic mess. 

Among those of us with small businesses, there’s confusion between the terms Small-

Business Owner and Entrepreneur. Both can have small businesses, but they have 

different styles of leadership and thoughts on running their business. One is not better 

than the other, they’re just different. How do you fit in to these 4 scenarios?  

Small-business owners have a great idea. 

They solve a problem in their community. They know their business and target 

audience. They know what will make their customers happy. They serve their 

customers. 

Entrepreneurs have big ideas. 

They dream big. They think big. They come up with ideas that haven’t been tested, 

diagnosed, or worked through. A lot of times they don’t even know if their ideas are 

possible, which gets them even more excited. 

Small-business owners hold steady. 

They like to know what’s coming next and where it’s coming from. They make 

calculated decisions where the outcome is clear. The result may not be huge, but it will 

typically keep them moving forward. 

Entrepreneurs love risk. 

They step out on a ledge more often than not. They jump in with both feet knowing that 

if they put in their full effort, the risk will be worth it more often than not. 



 

Small-business owners think about the things they need to finish this week. 

They have daily and weekly to do lists. They manage employees, work with customers, 

network with new customers, and keep everything rocking and rolling. 

Entrepreneurs are thinking ahead six months. 

While their team is thinking about what they’re doing that week, they tend to skip the 

now and focus on the future of the company. They have people to manage the 

business, and if they don’t, they soon will. 

Small-businesses owners are sentimental with their businesses. 

They never plan on selling or handing their business off to someone else unless it's 

family. They like making the decisions and running the day-to-day.  

Entrepreneurs focus on scaling. 

They want to grow and grow they will. Although they may not focus on selling the 

business, they set it up to run without them. They surround themselves with experts 

while they end up being the rainmaker. 

America needs small-business owners to hold the economy and entrepreneurs to propel 

it forward. One isn’t better than the other. But the question needs to be asked: Are you a 

small-business owner or an entrepreneur?  

 


